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INTERNATIONAL POWERLIFTING 

FEDERATION 

ASBL 

 

INVITATION 

 

2021 IPF Extraordinary General Assembly 

 

 

At the request of the IPF President and in accordance with articles 6.3.2 and 6.3.3 of the IPF Constitution, an 

Extraordinary General Meeting is hereby scheduled to take place at the date, time and place set out 

immediately below:  

 

 

Hotel Clarion Energy 

Ishockeyveien 2, 4021 

Stavanger, Norway  

Sunday, November 7, 2021 / Begin: 14:00 hrs. 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________  

 

 

Registered office: 3, route d’Arlon, L-8009 STRASSEN RCSL: F 7468  

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 
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2021 EXTRAORDINAY GENERAL ASSEMBLY (EGA) 

 

Location:  

Clarion Hotel Energy 

Stavanger, Norway 

Sunday, November 07, 2021 

14:00 hrs.  

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

2. President’s Message 

 

3. Motions:  

 

a. Motion to exclude USA Powerlifting (USAPL) from the International Powerlifting        

Federation 

 

- WHEREAS the background to this Motion is set out in an Explanatory Note (Page 3, 4 and 5)  

- AND WHEREAS USAPL will be provided with an opportunity to respond to the Motion at the 

EGA.  

- MOVED that the General Assembly conducts a vote to exclude USAPL as a member of the 

International Powerlifting Federation.  

 

4. Presentation of the IPF Hall of Fame 

 

5. Any other Business  

 

6. Adjournment  
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

TO THE MOTION TO EXCLUDE USA POWERLIFTING FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 

POWERLIFTING FEDERATION.  
 

A. Background1 

 
1. The IPF is a Signatory to, and is therefore bound by the provisions of, the World Anti-Doping Code (the “Code”). 

  

2. The World Anti-Doping Agency (“WADA”) introduced changes into the 2021 version of the Code which explicitly 

required International Federations (such as the IPF) to ensure that their National Federations (such as the 

USAPL) did not conduct doping controls other than under the authority of their International Federation.  

 

3. More particularly, art. 20.3.2 of the 2021 Code requires that International Federations make it a condition of 

membership that their National Federations inter alia conduct testing only “under the documented authority of 

their International Federation”. 

  

4. Reflecting the above provision in the Code, article 18.4(i) of the 2021 IPF Anti-Doping Rules (“IPF ADR”) 

requires that National Federations “shall take appropriate action to enforce compliance with the Code, 

International Standards, and these Anti-Doping Rules by inter alia (i) conducting Testing only under the 

documented authority of IPF […].” 

 
5. Before the 2021 Code and IPF ADR came into effect on 1 January 2021, the IPF sent circular letters to its 

Member Federations (including USAPL) on 16 September 2020 and 1 December 2020 in which it made clear 
that, from 1 January 2021 at the latest, all anti-doping testing would have to be conducted under the delegated 
authority of the IPF or through the relevant National Anti-Doping Organization. For example, the 1 December 
2020 letter stated that “effective January 1, 2021, National Federations will not be allowed to run their own 
national-level testing program.” (Emphasis in original) 
 

6. In May 2021, the IPF wrote to the USAPL, enclosing evidence that the USAPL had continued in 2021 – 
notwithstanding the terms of the Code, IPF ADR and the two circular letters - to conduct hundreds of doping 
controls without the delegated authority of the IPF (“Unauthorized Tests”). The IPF (i) asserted that the 
Unauthorized Tests contravened the terms of the IPF ADR, (ii) required that the USAPL cease all Unauthorized 
Tests and (iii) advised that it would bring non-compliance proceedings against the USAPL pursuant to art. 12 
of the IPF ADR if the situation was not remedied. 
 

7. In its response to the IPF in June 2021, the USAPL did not dispute that it had continued to conduct Unauthorized 
Tests in 2021 and made clear that it was not willing to cease doing so.  
 

8. By letter of 24 July 2021, the IPF charged the USAPL with breaching its obligations under the IPF ADR (the 
“Charge”) and referred the matter to the Doping Hearing Panel (the “DHP”). 
 

9. During the proceedings, the USAPL made clear that it had no intention of ceasing Unauthorized Tests. By letter 
of 11 August 2021, for example, the USAPL acknowledged that its decision to continue conducting its own drug 
testing program means that “no solution appears possible other than a separation of our respective 
organizations.”  
 

 
1 The background facts summarised in this section are set out more comprehensively in the decision of the Doping 

Hearing Tribunal dated 25 August 2021, enclosed as an Attachment 1 hereto. 
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10. The Charge was adjudicated by Judge Mark Williams pursuant to a decision of the DHP dated 25 August 2021 
(the “DHP Decision”). The DHP Decision duly found that the USAPL had indeed breached the IPF ADR by 
conducting Unauthorized Tests and imposed a sanction including a one-year suspension on USAPL members 
from participating in IPF events and from holding positions/offices within the IPF. 
 

11. Since the DHP Decision, the USAPL has stated publicly that it has no intention to cease Unauthorized Tests 
and, in fact, has continued to conduct Unauthorized Tests2.  

 

B. Regulatory Basis for the Motion to Exclude USA Powerlifting 

 
12. Compliance with the Code is not only a contractual obligation of the IPF vis a vis WADA, but also anchored in 

the IPF Constitution. More particularly, art. 1.3.6 reads as follows: 
 

“As a Signatory to the World Anti-Doping Code (Code), the IPF accepts the Code and all International 
Standards and recognizes its responsibilities of adopting and implementing anti-doping policies and 
rules which conform with the Code and International Standards to maintain both the IPF’s compliance 
with the Code and its status as a Code Signatory.” 

 
13. As set out above, it is a condition of the Code and IPF ADR that National Federations only conduct doping 

controls under the documented authority of the IPF.  
 

14. Art. 15 of the IPF Constitution states that “as a condition of membership, all IPF Member Federations (both 
National and Regional) agree to and are bound by the IPF Anti-Doping Rules, the World Anti-Doping Code, and 
its International Standards.” (Emphasis added) 
 

15. Article 4.1.1. of the IPF Constitution states as follows: 
 

“Each National Member Federation, and its employees and members are deemed, as a condition of 
participation or involvement in the sport of powerlifting, to have agreed to and be bound by the IPF 
Anti-Doping Rules […].” (Emphasis added) 

 
16. Article 6.2.1 of the IPF Constitution confers on the General Assembly the power “to admit or exclude any 

National Member Federation as well as any Regional Federation by means of a two-thirds majority of votes 
cast.” 
 

C. Position of the IPF Executive Committee  

 
17. In the assessment of the IPF Executive Committee (the “IPF EC”), the fact that the USAPL continues (willfully) 

to breach the IPF ADR even after being sanctioned by the competent tribunal means that it no longer fulfils the 
conditions of membership.  
 

18. In any event, the IPF EC considers that it is untenable for the USAPL to remain as a member of the IPF in 
circumstances where it is demonstrably not willing to respect the rules of the IPF and has repeatedly made that 
stance publicly known. Indeed, as set out above, the USAPL has itself stated that its refusal to cease 
Unauthorized Tests means that a separation of the two organizations is the only possible solution.  
 

19. On the basis of the foregoing, the IPF EC recommends that the IPF General Assembly votes in favor of the 
motion to exclude the USAPL as a member of the IPF. 

 
2 USA Powerlifting Drug-Test Database:  
   https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VaXAd4ETiWk6NMmNzXmTNBAHe494TLxbOig_cf5gw4A/edit?hl=en#gid=2 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VaXAd4ETiWk6NMmNzXmTNBAHe494TLxbOig_cf5gw4A/edit?hl=en#gid=2
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20. The USAPL will be given an opportunity to address the General Assembly in connection with this motion to 

exclude, following which the General Assembly will be requested to vote on whether to exclude the USAPL from 
membership of the IPF. Such a vote will require a two-thirds majority of the votes cast in accordance with art. 
6.2.1 of the IPF Constitution.  

 
Submitted:  
 

 International Powerlifting Federation Executive Committee  
 Friday, October 1, 2021  


